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1. UK farm assurance guidelines are not a guarantee of high farm animal welfare
as is being suggested by the proposers of this application. The welfare codes of
practice are very weak and in some respects flexible1.
2. The extremely high number of pigs housed in one location may increase the
level of disease on the holding and over time that may pose a threat to the local
community at the very least2. While it may be true that the diseases found would
not themselves spread through the air it has been shown that antibiotic
resistance genes from intensive farms can be spread by the air to people living
several hundred metres away and can also pass to people in cars (even with the
windows shut) when they have to travel behind lorries transporting such animals
to other farms or to abattoirs3. The sheer number of pigs leaving the farm on a
regular basis would mean that large fleets of lorries would be required and
suggests that most local inhabitants with cars would have to remain behind such
vehicles at times.
3. Many of the diseases of concern can be passed in other ways. About 25% of
pigs in this country have salmonella and in addition to passing through food this
can pass to humans via water run off, the spreading of manure on land or flies
travelling from farms to local houses4.
4. Levels of campylobacter in pigs are also high and additionally often also carry
resistance to one of the only two antibiotics that can be used to treat serious
cases in humans5 6, and in fact the only one of the two that can safely be used on
children. This arises because the use of closely related antibiotics is widespread
on large intensive pig farms
5. Another disease to be aware of is Streptococcus suis. This is widely found on
pig farms, mostly in very young piglets. It is seen as an emerging human
pathogen worldwide7 and the second most common cause of streptococcal
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meningitis in humans. The fact that it has not been seen as a major problem in
the UK, while it has been in e.g. The US, Thailand and the Netherlands, may be
because we have not so far had such large pigs farms in the UK
6. There is an additional reason to be concerned about Streptococcus suis. In the
past intensive pig farmers used to attempt to control it by adding penicillin to pig
feed. However, penicillin is no longer very effective. As a result pig farmers now
use one or other of two products called Naxel and Excenel. These contain the
antibiotic ceftiofur. Ceftiofur as a modern cephalosporins. These are the most
modern penicillin-type drugs and closely related cephalosporins are the mainstay
of hospitals where they are widely used to treat serious infections that have
defied successful treatment in the community by GPs. Resistance to such drugs
especially in strains of E.coli that cause cystitis and other urinary tract and kidney
infections in humans has in creased dramatically in recent years and 12% of all
blood poisoning and urinary tract infections caused by E.coli are now resistant,
not just to all cephalosporins but almost all other antibiotics as well. Strains of
E.coli carrying such resistance have been found now on more than 100 cattle and
pig farms in the UK and while still not conclusively proven large numbers of
scientists now believe the evidence indicates that via food, farm animals such as
pigs contribute to this problem8. The most recent government figures in the UK
show that about 30,000 people contract such infections every year and that up to
4,000 of these people die.
7. Yet another potential problem is farm-animal MRSA. To date this has not been
found in British pigs, though it has been found in a small number of horses in the
UK. This is a new strain of MRSA that lives equally well in farm animals and
humans. It has become widespread in continental Europe, the US, Canada and
parts of South East Asia. In the Netherlands 40% of pigs are colonised, as are
half of all pig farmers. Most scientists believe it is only a matter of time before it
reaches the UK. The most significant aspect is that farm-animal MRSA spreads
from pigs to people who work with pigs and then to their close family members9.
There are examples of it then spreading further but these are relatively rare at
present. A large number of workers will be needed on a farm of this size and that
most of them will need to live locally. If and when MRSA arises in the UK pig herd
it is highly likely that many people in the local vicinity will be at a high risk of
MRSA colonisation and significant risk of MRSA infection as a result.
8. This is by no means a complete list of pig diseases of concern to humans, most
of which will have enhanced potential to cause problems due to the very large
number of pigs to be housed together10.
9. Another concern is the fact that much of the protein included in non-organic
pig feed is now genetically engineered11. This is not the case with poultry
production in the UK. Typically it come from crops of GM soya grown in the US, or
South America where it is increasingly grown on former rain forest land that has
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been cleared for agriculture, or the tropical savanna known as the Cerrados which
is amazingly rich in biodiversity and indigenous cultures, but which is being
ploughed for agriculture twice as fast as former rain forest land, at enormous
environmental and human cost. In Brazil alone, approximately 10,000 hectares of
Cerrodos are irreversibly lost every day, along with 5,000 hectares of rainforest.
10. There is also reason to be concerned about the build up of antibiotic
resistance genes in local wildlife, soil and pig workers, and potentially everyone
living locally, due to the frequent inclusions of antibiotics in pig feed to control
wide range of conditions on intensive farms. Approximately 50% of all antibiotics
used in the UK and 64% of all antibiotics used on farms are given to pigs. All but
one of these are the same as, or closely related to medically important antibiotics
used in human medicine.
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